
KS1 SATS 

INFORMATION

Barford Primary School

Welcome



•To share important information about KS1 SATs

•To answer any questions about KS1 SATs

•Discuss / share ideas about how you as a 
parent can help your child at home

Aims



Year 2 SATs
What are the children tested on?

English 

Writing (Teacher Assessed)

This is moderated locally with local schools – but can 
be moderated by Local Authority

Spelling , Punctuation and Grammar test

(Optional for KS1)

Reading Test – answering questions about fiction and 
non-fiction texts



Year 2 SATs
What are the children tested on?

Maths

Paper 1 –arithmetic

arithmetic assesses pupils’ fluency in the fundamentals of 
mathematics, including place value, calculations and 
fractions.

Paper 2- reasoning

reasoning assesses pupils’ mathematical fluency by 
demonstrating their ability to solve problems and reason 
mathematically.



• Teacher assessment judgements in English reading, English 
writing, mathematics and science are reported

• Teacher assessment draws together everything the teacher or 
teachers know about a child, including written, practical, oral 
classwork and school assessments.

• Teacher assessment is not a ‘snapshot’ like tests and is 
therefore more reliable.

• There can be a difference between teacher assessment results 
and test levels.

• Teacher Assessment is the only data used in school 
performance accountability at the end of KS1.

KS1 Assessment



Reading
Reading Tests:

English reading Paper 1: combined reading prompt and answer 

booklet. The test takes approximately 30 minutes to complete, but is not 

strictly timed as the tests are not intended to assess children’s ability to 

work at speed.

English reading Paper 2: more challenging reading booklet and

separate answer booklet. The test takes approximately 30 minutes to

complete, but is not strictly timed.

The texts in the reading papers cover a range of fiction, non-fiction and 

poetry, and get progressively more difficult towards the end of the test. 

Teachers have the option to stop the test at any point that they feel is 

appropriate for a particular child



Reading 
Examples



• Multiple choice

• Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show in which order they 

happened in the story’

• Matching, e.g. ‘Match the character to the job that they do in the story’

• Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title’

• Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that shows what the weather was 

like in the story’

• Short answer, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’

• Open-ended answer, e.g. ‘Why did Lucy write the letter to her grandmother?

Give two reasons’

In both Reading Papers there will be a number of 
different types of question to answer, including:



Paper 1- combined reading and answer booklet 
Questions about the text



Paper 1- combined reading and answer booklet 
Questions about the text



Paper 2- challenging read with separate answer booklet 
Questions about the text



Paper 2- challenging read with separate answer booklet 
Questions about the text



Help with Reading at home

REGULAR Reading with your child. Discussing texts that your child has read. Ask 

them to re-read sentences to increase their fluency as this will support their

comprehension of the text.

Read to your child to model good reading. Encouraging 

your child to read a wide range of texts

Ensuring books are brought back to school on time so they 

can be changed.

Discussing new words in texts that will broaden their understanding and widen

their own vocabulary choices.

Opportunities to read – make it REAL! – recipes and instructions; newspapers and

magazines; research on websites; on-line books using Kindles and tablets. Research 

has shown that boys are more keen to read on computing devices e.g. Kindles/Ipads



Writing 
Examples



Writing
Teacher assessed 

We write for a range of purposes, 
including stories, instructions, 
information, recounts and diary entries.

Focus is on applying grammatical rules, 
punctuation and spelling



Working Towards the expected

Standard.



Working at the expected Standard



Working at Greater Depth



Spelling, Punctuation 
and Grammar 

Examples



Children taking Key Stage 1 SATs will sit two 
separate papers in grammar, spelling and 
punctuation:

• Paper 1: a 20-word spelling test taking 
approximately 15 minutes and worth 20 
marks.

• Paper 2: a grammar, punctuation and 
vocabulary test, in two sections of around 10 
minutes each (with a break between, if 
necessary), worth 20 marks. This will involve 
a mixture of selecting the right answers e.g. 
through multiple choice, and writing short 
answers.



What spelling rules do we need to 
know?

Spelling patterns and rules for suffixes ing, ed, er, est, less, 
ful and ly

The suffixes –ment, –ness, –ful , –less and –ly 

Spelling patterns for prefixes -un

Contractions I will= I’ll 

Homophones e.g. blue and blew 

Compound words e.g. classroom 

Plurals- s/es foxes

Words ending in the –le spelling is the most common 
spelling for this sound at the end of words e.g. puddle

Words starting with the -gn, -kn or -wr spelling at the e.gnat, 
knight and write



64 Year 2 common exception words



Example questions: 
Understanding tense



Example questions:
Understanding punctuation



Example questions:
Understanding word classes



Example questions:
Understanding sentence types



Help with English at home
Opportunities to talk and write –

Diaries, recounts of events, letters/emails, newspaper stories of 

something that caught their imagination, stories for younger 

siblings…..

Increase and improve their spoken vocabulary/ grammar (e.g. 

was and were)

Revision and educational websites eg. BBC Bitesize

Revising spellings previously learned, including finding other 

words with the same spelling pattern

Homework (learning weekly spellings)



Mathematics  
Examples



Paper 1 –arithmetic 25 questions
assesses pupils’ fluency in the fundamentals of mathematics, 
including place value, calculations and fractions.

1. 5 + 7 =

2. 19 – 9 =



Paper 1 –arithmetic

5. 15 + 3 + 3 =

11. 87 – 40 =



Paper 2- reasoning
assesses pupils’ mathematical fluency by demonstrating their 
ability to solve problems and reason mathematically.

Questions 1-5 are mental calculation questions e.g.

What number is 1 less than 24? 

How many tens are there in 96?

Amy has a piece of paper. She cuts it in 
half. How many pieces of paper does 
Amy have now?



Paper 2- reasoning 
Shape



Paper 2- reasoning 
Number patterns



Paper 2- reasoning 
Money



Help with Maths at home

Quick fire mental calculations.

Useful education websites – BBC Bitesize, 

Topmarks and Crickweb.

Times Tables Rockstars 

Practise telling the time

Homework



•A timetable is planned out at school and the tests are 
administered over a two week timescale

•All children must sit the tests if appropriate

•Tests are completed in classrooms or quiet spaces 
with any displays that may help covered over.

•Children are divided into groups for test 
administration to ensure they are properly supported 
and feel secure.

How are SATs organised?



Supporting your children…

Be positive and encouraging.

All we want is for the children to the very best 

they can

Discuss the importance of trying your best 

but keep it low key

Support with homework as this will help them 

at school



Don’t panic!

Allow children time to relax at home 

Make sure they get plenty of sleep!

Try not to mention tests- just treat every 
day as a normal day

Tests will be in the mornings mostly

We will keep the days as normal as we 
can so the children are happy and not 
worried



Remember that the tests are meant to test 
children across the range of abilities

The children do not have to get every question 
correct to be assessed as working at ‘Age 
Related Expectations’ (ARE)

The questions get harder as the children move 
through the papers so some children will not 
be able to answer questions nearer the end-
this does not mean that they will ‘fail’ or not 
achieve ARE



There are KS1 SAT materials widely available 
from bookshops and the internet.

CGP (Coordination group Publications Ltd) have 
a range of KS1 SAT materials including SAT 
Buster (10 minutes tests) and SAT practice 
papers and booklets. These may be useful to 
guide you on how to help your child as the 
answers are also included in most cases!



We hope you found this meeting helpful.

.

Thank-you ☺
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