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Curriculum Overview Template – Birmingham 2026/27

Half-term: 26–30 October 2026
	
	Autumn 1 – Art and Design 
	
	Autumn 2 – Design and Technology

	AUTUMN
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5
	Week 6
	Week 7
	HALF
TERM
BREAK
	Week 8
	Week 9
	Week 10
	Week 11
	Week 12
	Week 13
	Week 14

	
	Drawing Block A 
	Painting Block B 
	
	Food and Nutrition Block A 
	Mechanisms Block B 
	Flexible Content 
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	What’s really in your food? [image: ][image: ] 
	[image: ][image: ] 
How many ways are there to open a door? 


	



Half-term: 15–19 February 2027
	
	Spring 1 – Art and Design
	
	Spring 2 – Design and Technology

	SPRING
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5
	Week 6
	HALF
TERM
BREAK
	Week 7
	Week 8
	Week 9
	Week 10
	Week 11

	
	Printmaking and Textiles Block C
	3D Block D 
	
	Textiles Block C  
	Structures Block D
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 How do you keep a tea towel from slipping off a hook? [image: ]
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Which shapes will give you a structure stability? 













Half-term: 31 May–4 June 2027
	
	Summer 1 – Art and Design
	
	Summer 2 – Design and Technology

	SUMMER
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5
	Week 6
	Week 7
	HALF
TERM
BREAK
	Week 8
	Week 9
	Week 10
	Week 11
	Week 12
	Week 13

	
	Painting Block E 
	Creative Response Block F 
	Flexible Content
	
	Electrical Systems Block E  (Science link)
	Structures Block F

	
	[image: ][image: ]   


	
	
	
	How useful are switches? 
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	[image: ][image: ]Is cheap food always worse for you? 
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Technical Vocabulary | Definition
A a frame that can be used to select a specific area or object to focus
viewfinder
on
contour line the outer edge of something; the outline of its shape or form

negative space

the space around an object or person or the space between
objects or people
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In this block, pupils will refine their
drawing skills, focusing on lines and detail.
They will select drawing materials based
on their understanding of the possible
marks that can be made. They will use a
viewfinder to select a focal point.
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In this block, pupils will examine in detail a part
of a flower using magnifiers and viewfinders
before sketching and then enlarging it. They will
develop the techniques of overpainting and wet-
on-wet, as well as make tertiary colours. They
will respond to the work of artists.
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Technical Vocabulary

Definition

overpainting

when one painted mark is placed on top of another

tertiary colour

made by mixing equal amounts of a primary and a secondary
colour; sometimes called an intermediate colour

wet-on-wet

the technique of painting on top of a wet surface, either wet paint
or a surface that has had water applied first
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In this unit, pupils will explore the
difference between freshly made food
and mass-produced food. The unit will
focus on common foods that are part of a
healthy diet but are often bought pre-
made and can contribute to poor physical
and mental health.
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Technical Vocabulary | Definition
gluten a protein that is contained in wheat and some other grains
to press something, especially a mixture for making bread,
knead (verb) firmly and repeatedly with the hands and fingers
ferment (verb) to experience a chemical change because of the action of yeast or

bacteria
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Technical Vocabulary

Definition

butt hinge

a hinge that consist of two rectangular leaves connected with a
pin, with screw holes to attach the hinge to a surface

concealed hinge

a hinge that is completely hidden when the door or lid of a box is
closed

net

a two-dimensional shape that can be folded to form a three-
dimensional solid
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In this block, pupils will investigate how
hinges work. They will then select a
range of modelling materials and tools to
make their own hinged products,
evaluating and  modifying  them
throughout.
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Technical Vocabulary | Definition
tie dve a method of making patterns by tying knots in fabric or binding it
¥ with string and then dyeing it
the threads that are twisted under and over the threads that are
weft
held on a loom
e the vertical threads that are held stationary in tension on a frame

or loom
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In this block, pupils will respond to the
traditional designs of kente cloth. They
will create a range of surfaces,
combining colour, texture and pattern.
Pupils  will explore the symbolic
significance of colour.
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In this block, pupils will explore
proportion and scale by creating
images of the human form. They will
also use shape and colour to create
the illusion of movement.
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Technical Vocabulary | Definition
In art, form is a word used to refer to the three-dimensional
structure of an object or person. In drawing and painting, artists
form % f f B
use shading to create the illusion of three dimensions on a flat
surface.
proportion the relationship in size between one thing and another
découpage a way of decorating something using shapes, pictures

etc. cut from paper
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In this block, pupils will learn how to sew a
button onto fabric. They will identify the
different functions of fastenings and reflect
on the advantages or disadvantages of using
certain fasteners. They will also create a
solution to the problem of a towel slipping
off a hook.
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Technical Vocabulary

Definition

buckle (noun)

a piece of metal at one end of a belt or strap, used to fasten the
two ends together

fastener

a button, zip or other device for temporarily joining together
the parts of things such as clothes

raw edges

an unfinished, rough or undecorated edge
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Technical Vocabulary

Definition

truss

a rigid framework constructed from triangles

compression

the act of putting pressure on an object from different sides until it
gets smaller

tension

the state of being stretched tight and stiff
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In this block, pupils will explore which
shapes can be used to provide stability in
structures.

They will use a range of materials to
investigate 3D shapes and in Lesson 3
they will collaborate on a class geodesic
dome structure.
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Technical Vocabulary

Definition

having tones of colour that shade into each other, graduating from

CGED light to dark
plane any flat or level surface
shade a colour which has some black pigment in it to darken it
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In this block, pupils will use their knowledge
of how to make tints and tones to create an
ombre effect with paint. They will explore
and experiment with techniques used by
other artists.
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In this block, pupils will learn how
different types of switches work within
electrical circuits and how these can be
used to perform a function in a product.
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Technical Vocabulary

Definition

interruption

an occasion when someone or something stops something
from happening for a short period

unbroken

continuous with no pauses

conductor

a material that allows electricity to pass through it

multi-purpose

having many different uses
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Technical Vocabulary

Definition

shallow-fry to cook in a small amount of oil or fat
. butter, lard or fat used to make pastry or shortbread, resultingin a
shortening
crumbly texture
fragrant to have a pleasant or sweet smell
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In this block, pupils will learn how to
make healthy food from low-cost
ingredients. They will start to consider
how cheap processed foods will affect
their diet and health in later life .
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