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Curriculum Overview Template – Birmingham 2026/27

Half-term: 26–30 October 2026
	
	Autumn 1 – Art and Design 
	
	Autumn 2 – Design and Technology

	AUTUMN
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5
	Week 6
	Week 7
	HALF
TERM
BREAK
	Week 8
	Week 9
	Week 10
	Week 11
	Week 12
	Week 13
	Week 14

	
	Drawing and Painting Block A 
	Printmaking Block B 
	
	Textiles Block A 
	Food and Nutrition Block B 
	Flexible Content 
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Half-term: 15–19 February 2027
	
	Spring 1 – Art and Design
	
	Spring 2 – Design and Technology

	SPRING
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5
	Week 6
	HALF
TERM
BREAK
	Week 7
	Week 8
	Week 9
	Week 10
	Week 11

	
	Textiles and Collage Block C
	3D Block D 
	
	Mechanisms Block C  
	Food and Nutrition Block D
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Half-term: 31 May–4 June 2027
	
	Summer 1 – Art and Design
	
	Summer 2 – Design and Technology

	SUMMER
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5
	Week 6
	Week 7
	HALF
TERM
BREAK
	Week 8
	Week 9
	Week 10
	Week 11
	Week 12
	Week 13

	
	Painting Block E 
	Creative Response Block F 
	Flexible Content
	
	Systems Block E 
	Structures Block F
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Technical Vocabulary | Definition

tonking fnr;\ritshod of taking paint off (or blotting) a surface to reveal other

sgraffito a method involving scratching through the surface layer of paint to
reveal the layer beneath

impasto a painting technique in which the paint is applied so thickly that it

stands out from the surface, creating texture
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In this block, pupils will continue to
experiment by using a range of
materials, including paint, to create
different marks. They will also mix
colours. Pupils will be taught how to
use a variety of painting techniques,
including tonking and sgraffito. They
will explore how to combine techniques
to create texture and shape.
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Technical Vocabulary | Definition
when an action is performed many times, such as printing the
repeated same design to create a repeated pattern or when an image is

printed again and again

impressed stamp

created by pressing objects into a material such as clay to produce
patterns and textured effects; the stamp can be used to print from
many times to create a repeated design

monoprint

images or marks are scratched into a layer of ink before a print is
taken
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In this block, pupils will explore the
range of marks that can be made
through printing. They will make their
own printing blocks and print on
different surfaces.
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In this block, pupils will explore ways
to stiffen fabric. They will have the
opportunity to cover a box with cloth
and then go on to create a rigid box
out of fabric.
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Technical Vocabulary

Definition

stiffen to make something, such as cloth, hard and unable to bend
an additional layer applied to the inside of garments or other
interfacing sewing projects, in certain areas only, to add firmness, shape and
structure
cloth woven or felted fabric made from wool, cotton or a similar fibre
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Technical Vocabulary

Definition

stew

to cook slowly in liquid

pressure

the force or weight with which something presses against
something else

seasoning

salt, herbs or spices added to food to enhance its flavour
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In this block, pupils will consider what a
balanced diet is. They will make three
products that are often bought pre-made
or highly processed.
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Technical Vocabulary

Definition

radial

spreading out from a central point towards the edge of a circle

pigment

a substance that gives something a particular colour when it
is present in it or is added to it

symbol

a sign, shape or object that is used to represent something else
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In this block, pupils will explore colour,
texture and pattern by combining
textiles and collage. They will look at
the work of artist Faith Ringgold and
create a collaborative story quilt.
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Technical Vocabulary | Definition

a mixture of plaster and glue used in painting, sculpture and as a

gesso (jesso) base for decorating wood

a method of raising shapes above a flat surface so that they stand

elief B
el out from it

a collection of connected artworks that may take up an entire

installatiol H
! fon room or gallery, designed so that viewers can walk amongst the art
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In this block, pupils will combine form and texture to
build relief images and then create 3D insects,
taking inspiration from Louise Bourgeois.
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Technical Vocabulary

Definition

force pushes or pulls, measured in Newtons
load the weight of an object or objects being moved
effort the force applied to make something move
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In this block, pupils will investigate various
linkages and levers to design and make
their own linkages and levers product.
Pupils will select and use a variety of
modelling materials to create their final
outcomes.
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Technical Vocabulary

Definition

seasoning salt, herbs or spices added to food to enhance its flavour
claw a way of holding food to protect the fingers whilst cutting,
chopping or slicing
a technique used when chopping food where the thumb and index
bridge finger are placed either side of the food item, forming a kind of

bridge shape
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In this unit, pupils will explore the
nutritional value of food and its effect on
our physical and mental health. Pupils
will practise methods for preparing a
range of vegetables and apply these skills
to create different dishes. They will learn
how to change the texture and flavour of
food by roasting and adding herbs and
spices.
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Technical Vocabulary

Definition

negative space

the space around an object or person, or between objects or
people

gradient

a gradual blending from one colour to another

effect

a particular look, sound or impression that somebody, such as an
artist or a writer, wants to create
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In this block, pupils will learn techniques
to create a negative space using paint
and explore the contrast between
foreground and background.
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Technical Vocabulary

Definition

turbine

a machine that produces continuous turning power from a fast-
moving flow of a liquid or gas

source (noun)

a place, person or thing which something originates from

source (verb)

to obtain something from a place, person or thing

intermittent

stopping and starting often over a period of time

renewable (noun)

a natural resource or source of energy that is not depleted by use,
such as water, wind or solar power

renewable (adjective)

not depleted when used
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In this block, pupils will look at different
types of energy and how these can be
used to power different devices. They will
consider how design choices are
influenced by energy sources.
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Technical Vocabulary | Definition
. a type of bridge in which the deck is hung below suspension cables
suspension X
on vertical suspenders
arch a curved structure that supports the weight of something above it,
such as a bridge or the upper part of a building
bascule a movable bridge deck where the rising floor or section is

(pronounced bas-kyool)

counterbalanced by a weight
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In this block, pupils will investigate how
the shape and features of a bridge can
affect how strong it is.

They will also identify types of bridges and
the structural changes that engineers and
architects make to increase the stability of
structures.
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