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Welcome



• To provide an overview of the National Curriculum for History 
and the topics covered in KS1 and KS2. 

• To explain how we plan and sequence the teaching of History.

• To explain the importance of trips and visitors to support the 
History curriculum. 

• To explain the importance of the use of artefacts in the teaching 
of History.

• To give you information on how you can support your child at 
home. 

Aims
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History Curriculum in KS1
National Curriculum - History in Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2)
• children to learn about specific people or events that are both within and 

beyond living memory.
• children develop a grounding of what History is and this foundational 

learning is revisited and built upon in Key Stage 2.
• Teachers are given the opportunity to help children make comparisons 

between ‘then’ and ‘now’.

 Year 1, we learn about significant people and events, such as Christopher 
Columbus, Neil Armstrong and The Great Fire of London. Themes such as 
Toys enable the children to compare the past with the present. 

 In Year 2, we learn about significant people, such as William the 
Conqueror  and his contribution to the development of castles in the UK 
and the importance of The Great Wall of China. The theme of Seaside 
Holidays from the Past enable the children to compare holidays past and 
present and look at the importance of the railways in making holidays 
accessible to all. 



History Curriculum in KS2

Pupils should be taught about: changes in Britain from 
the Stone Age to the Iron Age (Y3)

The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain
Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots (Y4)
A local history study (Y3)
A study of an aspect or theme in British history that 

extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
(Y5&6)



History Curriculum in KS2

The achievements of the earliest civilizations – one of the 
following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; 
The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements 
and their influence on the western world (Y5) 

A non-European society that provides contrasts with British 
history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, 
including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900 (Y5); Mayan 
civilization c. AD 900 (Y6); Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-
1300.



Children at KS2 develop:

• a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history. 

• informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information. 

• an understanding of how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources.

• the ability to regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. 



History Curriculum in KS2

In Lower Key Stage 2, children will learn all about the following 
periods of history:

Year 3
Stone Age 
Victorians
Roman Britain

Year 4
Development of the Railways
Anglo-Saxons
Ancient Egypt
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In Upper Key Stage 2, children will learn all about the 
following periods of history:

Year 5
WWI
Ancient Greece
Early Islamic Civilization

Year 6
WWII
Tudors
Maya Civilization



The importance of historical trips and visitors 

At Barford, we ensure that all our children have the opportunity 
to experience trips out to places of historical interest or receive 

a visit from a historical reenactor. These visits support the 
classroom based learning and bring history to life!

Mayan 
Workshop

Yr 6

Tamworth 
Castle

Yr 2



How we use artefacts to support the teaching of 
History.

At Barford, your child will have the opportunity to handle an 
amazing range of artefacts. We provide our children with the 

opportunity to handle actual artefacts and create unique 
learning experiences. 

The act of touching an object, which obviously has its own 
history and story, inspires everyone. Our children will inevitably 

be curious about the artefacts and this will naturally lead to 
good discussion. Handling an artefact allows our children to use 

their senses, develop questioning and problem-solving skills, 
strengthen their understanding of a period of history, and 

empathise with people from the past. 



Whether it is our very own artefacts, artefacts 
brought in by the many wonderful visitors we 

have or artefacts the children will handle as part 
of a school trip, all children at Barford will be 

inspired by the historical artefacts that they will 
have the opportunity to handle. 



How Can You Support Your Child At Home?

Here are some ideas about how you can support your children 
at home to nurture a curiosity about history.

• Visit museums in Birmingham. 
There are lots of amazing places to visit within our city. 
Birmingham is rich with museums, historical sights and free 
attractions that will excite and engage the young and old!

• Share your rich and wonderful family history. 
Make history relatable by sharing your own family history with 

your child. Share fun memories of the people and places in your 
childhood, and encourage your child to talk about their 
favourite memories as well. Share photographs with them from 
the past and talk about the differences between then and now.



• Using books and TV programmes
Use books or TV programmes as a conversation starter about 
the past. Read about people and events that have made a 
difference in the world. Try visiting your local library to 
discover a wider range of books and help your child to further 
their knowledge and understanding of the topic they are 
covering.

• Commemorate important historical events
Make your child aware of historical events such as 
Remembrance Day or Bonfire Night. Discuss why they are 
important and think of ways you can commemorate them 
together. Watch the news together and explain what is 
happening and why.
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